
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do-It-Yourself Kit 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Step 1:   Measure out the area you want to design and sketch up a 
basic blueprint on the included graph paper 

Step 2:   Take photos of the area 

Step 3:   Bring back your completed Do-It-Yourself Kit and let a 
Gill’s plant professional help you choose your plants and 
other materials and fill in your plan to create a beautiful 
landscape design 

Step 4:   Plant it up! 
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TIPS FOR DRAWING YOUR SKETCH 

1) Get accurate measurements rounded to the nearest foot 
2) Make sure to include driveways, sidewalks, existing trees, existing plant 

beds, utilities, etc. in your sketch 
3) Indicate the scale you are using in your sketch 
4) Indicate which direction is north on your sketch 
5) One of the most important factors in choosing the right plants is 

knowing the amount of sunlight exposure that the project area 
receives. Be sure to mark your project areas as full sun, mostly sun, 
mostly shade, or full shade 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIPS FOR TAKING PHOTOS OF YOUR PROJECT AREA 

1) Take photos of your project area from multiple vantage points 
2) Take some photos from up close, as well as some photos from further 

away 
3) Bring your photos with you when you return with your completed Do-

It-Yourself Kit. It is easier to design from printed out photos than from 
photos viewed directly on your phone or camera. 
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GARDEN INFORMATION 
Briefly explain your project:_______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you want to accomplish? __________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What direction does your garden/area face?       ○ N       ○ S       ○ E       ○ W 

How many hours of sun per day? Is the sun AM or PM?________________________________________ 

Is it protected? Or in a windy area?_________________________________________________________ 

Description of soil (sandy or clay):  _________________________________________________________ 

Does the area have good drainage? Is it usually wet or dry?_____________________________________ 

Any specific color preferences? ____________________________________________________________ 

Any specific plant preferences? ____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are your priorities? Here are some things to consider: 

Screening/Privacy  Child Friendly   Vegetable/Herb Garden 

Wildlife Attractors  Pet Friendly   Water-Wise 

 Any other priorities? _____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Not sure where to start? See a style below that appeals to you? Your Gill’s plant professional will help you find the 
plants to achieve the style you are looking for. Don’t see your style in the options below? Describe it for us: 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark the scale that you are using in your design: 

o 1 square = 1 feet 

o 1 square = 2 feet 

o 1 square = 5 feet 

Sidewalk 

Front 

Patio 

Window 

27’ – 0” 

14’ – 0” 

18’ – 0” 

N 

Example Drawing 

Tree 

S = Full Sun 
MS = Mostly Sun 
MSh = Mostly Shade 
Sh = Full Shade 

S 

MS 



  

Mark the scale that you are using in your design: 

o 1 square = 1 feet 

o 1 square = 2 feet 

o 1 square = 5 feet 

S = Full Sun 
MS = Mostly Sun 
MSh = Mostly Shade 
Sh = Full Shade 


