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The Colors of Crotons
WeWe always want what we can’t have. For me, it’s color-changing 
leaves in the fall. Alas, it is rare to see such seasonal change this 
far south, so I try to bring the colors of fall into my garden. Crotons 
are full of vibrant colors and patterns and love our temperate cli-
mate. There are lots of varieties and they all do wonderfully in con-
tainers. A perfect compliment to mums or fall annuals!
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Plant Curious? Fat Plants
HaveHave you ever wondered about those weird plants that have a swollen base? 
What some people fondly refer to as “fat plants” are plants known as caudici-
form plants. It is any plant that forms a caudex or a fat succulent 
base/trunk/root. These swollen areas are ways for the plant to store up water, 
nutrition, and the ability to survive long periods without water or other forms of 
food. Commonly known are the Ponytail Palm and Desert Rose, which can sur-
vive with little care. Others like the Jatropha Budda Belly and Bombax Shaving 
Brush Tree are less known but beautiful with strange flowers, and odd shaped 
trunks. Looking like something from Jurassic Park; the Kapok trees around our 
area are massive with prehistoric thorns and giant flowers. If you’re looking for 
the new or unusual…come check some of these out at our nurseries this 
month!

I woke up this morning, let out the dogs, and took a 
deep breath of the morning air. It was clean, fresh, 
and COOL! What happened overnight?  The weath-
er report says rain is coming and cooler temps for a 
few days! Music to my ears…I love when fall is in 
the air. September brings us a new season of 
garden plants and treasures. Mums, flags, herbs, 
ttrees, and tons of blooming perennials will be show-
ing up soon! We think the fall season is the BEST 
season to garden. Fall gardening is fun, fulfilling 
and beautiful way to make our city sparkle.  
Garden Talks
Want to know more about gardening in South 
Texas? Join us for great talks from soil amending to 
holiday cooking. All held at our Airline store on Sat-
urdays at 10am. Check the flip side for the Fall 
Schedule!




